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Ladies and Gentlemen,

I would like to welcome you in Prague, at this seminar  on crime prevention. I am really glad that we  can meet  here in Prague  and I believe you will enjoy Prague. I also hope that this is not the last seminar, that we will continue our co-operation, and that you will be happy to come back to Prague again. 

The Prague City Council approved in year 2000 a crime prevention plan for the Czech Republic, up to the year 2004. This plan I based on the Czech Republic´s crime prevention system. Preventative work involves   the organs of state administration, the local  government  bodies of the  City of Prague and individual city district, non-governmental organizations and charities. The basis of the organisation of the system of prevention at local level is the optimal division of powers in the areas of social and situational prevention, making allowance for the local situation, needs and possibilities. In this context it should be said that reducing crime is a very lengthy, complicated and endless process.

Now, let me use the opportunity to go on in Czech, and I promise you will hear a beautiful Czech language. 

Every advanced society certainly pursues the objective of safety for its citizens and protection of their rights, lives, and possessions, as well as protection of the society’s interests, emphasising internal safety, and of strengthening the citizens’ feeling of safety. In this respect, it is important to keep enhancing the general public’s awareness of crime prevention and safety-building measures. On the one hand, such measures should be adopted as will lead to the successful solution of specific criminal cases while on the other hand measures should be put in place to prevent the emergence of criminal behaviour. Increased attention should be devoted to those that prevent criminal behaviour. Exchanges of experience and ideas are important precisely in this area of prevention because most of those who intend to commit an offence are very ingenious. I even dare say that in this respect, there are not limits to ingeniousness. 

We should not omit the heavy impact of violence on the society’s life. A key element here is prevention of violence, where the family should play the most important role. It is also important to focus on phenomena that may result in violent manifestations – the early warning system. 

Vážené dámy, Vážení pánové

Dovolte mi, abych i já Vás přivítala v Praze na  tomto semináři, na kterém se mimo jiné budeme věnovat i  prevenci kriminality.  Jsem opravdu  ráda, že se setkáváme právě zde v těchto krásných prostorách, které přispějí jistě k příjemné atmosféře v průběhu našeho jednání. Zároveň doufám, že tento seminář  není poslední a že naše spolupráce bude pokračovat a že i Vy se do Prahy rádi vrátíte. 

Úvodem  mi dovolte konstatovat, že Zastupitelstvo hlavního města Prahy schválilo v roce 2000   „Koncepci prevence kriminality hl.m. Prahy“ na rok 2000 - 2004. Tato koncepce vychází ze systému prevence kriminality v České republice. Podstatou  organizace preventivního systému na místní úrovni je optimální rozložení působnosti v oblastech sociální a situační prevence s ohledem na místní situaci, potřeby a možnosti. V této souvislosti je nutné konstatovat, že snížení kriminality je velmi zdlouhavý, složitý a nekonečný proces.  


Zajištění bezpečnosti občanů a ochranu jejich práv, životů, zdraví a majetku, stejně jako ochranu celospolečenských zájmů, důraz na zlepšování vnitřní bezpečnosti, zvyšování pocitu bezpečí občanů je jistě cílem každé rozvinuté společnosti. Zde je důležité neustále zvyšovat povědomí veřejnosti o prevenci kriminality a opatřeních na posílení bezpečnosti.  Na jedné straně jde o přijímání takových opatření, která vedou k úspěšnému řešení konkrétních kriminálních případů, na straně druhé  o opatření, která by měla předcházet vzniku kriminálního jednání.  Opatřením, která právě předcházejí vzniku kriminálního jednání je třeba věnovat zvýšenou pozornost. Zde je právě důležité předávání zkušeností  a nápadů protože většinou ten, kdo má úmysl páchat trestný čin je velmi vynalézavý.    Dokonce bych se odvážila říci, že vynalézavost zde nezná mezí. 


Nelze se zde nezmínit o hlubokém dopadu    na život společnosti kterým je násilí. Klíčovým prvkem je  prevence násilí, kde by  svou nejdůležitější roli měla plnit rodina. Je důležité se věnovat jevům, jejich výskyt může vést k projevům násilí – systém včasného varování.  

Implementation of crime prevention projects of the City of Prague
Crime prevention programme of the City of Prague and its objectives are based in the Concept of Crime Prevention of the City of Prague. The programme is a part of the City of Prague’s “Safe city” programme. Main objective of all the city programmes is to provide sufficient information to the general public and visitors of Prague about steps taken to strengthen their feeling of safety. Experience from 2005 showed that due to the size of the city it is necessary for individual activities to be promoted by a campaign targeted at the citizens as well as the visitors of Prague.

Existing projects:
· “Theft prevention”

· “Self-defence”

· “Information within your reach”

· “Everybody has his rights and obligations”

Theft prevention
In the year 2005 the City of Prague concentrated on a “Theft prevention” information campaign, namely petty pick-pocketing in the city centre and on public transport. This campaign has been continuing in 2006 with focus on other parts of metropolitan area with high theft occurrence.

The aim of this project is to reduce the theft-related crime, make public awareness more effective and inform them about risks related to pick-pocketing. Co-operation with media is a part of the project helping to draw attention to this issue and show ways how to protect citizens thus reducing the risk of this kind of crime.

Thefts of and from cars, pick-pocketing and thefts relating to other spaces are predominant in this group of criminal acts.

Focusing prevention on pick-pocketing is vital, places with high concentration of tourists and foreigners, subway and shopping centres are the most vulnerable. Most of the detected crimes are committed by:

perpetual offenders
55%

foreigners

14%

youths


4%

Implementation of a crime prevention project has been carried out in stages each year according to the kind of theft the project is focused on. Public awareness is raised through distribution of leaflets with appealing layout, posters, newspaper advertisements, items with subject-targeted texts warning of a necessity to protect personal belongings.

Examples

· leaflet warning of thefts

· warning stickers in the means of public transport

· photographs

The City of Prague pays more attention to this kind of crime in 2006, namely through targeted precautionary measures, e.g. an ongoing information campaign against thefts focuses on other target group and dangerous areas, such as shopping centres, parked vehicles or restaurants. Precautionary measures against thefts from cars include warning the drivers not to leave their belongings in cars as they are a bait for thieves. A similar campaign will target the thefts in restaurants where mobile phones and other personal belongings are often stolen. The project also highlights precautionary measures applying to shopping in supermarkets where especially the shopping and other items are stolen in car parks.

Suggestions for 2006

· warning car badges

· warning beer mats in restaurants

· car parks at shopping centres – warning of shopping protection

Self-defence
There are seminars on “Self-defence” for secondary schools and general public. The seminars are co-organised by the City of Prague and the Czech Police. The citizens’ right to protect their life and health, property, honour, personal and domestic freedom is embodied in many laws, legal rules and regulations. If these rights are endangered in any way the citizen is entitled to use any lawful means to take action against danger or attack. Professionals inform the participants about basic sections of criminal law and about legal regulations governing actual self-defence.

They also receive an Elementary self-protection handbook and alarms they can use in case of danger.

A special web page was launched for the project at www.nutnaobrana.cz with information about self-defence and organised seminars.

Sample

· leaflet, handbook

· alarms, whistles

Everybody has his rights and obligations
Elementary school children together with the secondary school students and apprentices are another key target group in this area, not forgetting the children from kindergartens. The projects are aimed at raising legal awareness. In 2004 – 2005 first stage of a project on “Everybody has his rights and obligations” – “Give me a break”, focused on elementary school children. This project used precautionary measures presented in a simple and entertaining way as a means of enhancing legal awareness of young generation in particular. It sought to highlight possible dangerous situations that may occur every day, especially those connected with the children’s free time and give advice how to handle them. In 2005 the second stage of this project was realised through releasing a videotape on “screwed-up lives”, for children attending 5 – 9 grade of elementary schools and for secondary school children. Both videotapes were highly appreciated not only in Prague but also countrywide, in regions.

Information within your reach
The “Information within your reach” project is aimed at finding more effective ways how to inform foreign visitors and help them feel more safe – handouts with important information about who to contact when in unpleasant situation are distributed. They also provide important contact telephone numbers, description of the uniforms of Czech Police and Prague City Police, samples of valid bank notes in the Czech Republic, details about tourist information centres and basic information about most important monuments in the centre of Prague. Map of subway lines is also included.

Sample

handout

