Implementation of crime prevention projects of the City of Prague
Crime prevention programme of the City of Prague and its objectives are based in the Concept of Crime Prevention of the City of Prague. The programme is a part of the City of Prague’s “Safe city” programme. Main objective of all the city programmes is to provide sufficient information to the general public and visitors of Prague about steps taken to strengthen their feeling of safety. Experience from 2005 showed that due to the size of the city it is necessary for individual activities to be promoted by a campaign targeted at the citizens as well as the visitors of Prague.

Existing projects:
· “Theft prevention”

· “Self-defence”

· “Information within your reach”

· “Everybody has his rights and obligations”

Theft prevention
In the year 2005 the City of Prague concentrated on a “Theft prevention” information campaign, namely petty pick-pocketing in the city centre and on public transport. This campaign has been continuing in 2006 with focus on other parts of metropolitan area with high theft occurrence.

The aim of this project is to reduce the theft-related crime, make public awareness more effective and inform them about risks related to pick-pocketing. Co-operation with media is a part of the project helping to draw attention to this issue and show ways how to protect citizens thus reducing the risk of this kind of crime.

Thefts of and from cars, pick-pocketing and thefts relating to other spaces are predominant in this group of criminal acts.

Focusing prevention on pick-pocketing is vital, places with high concentration of tourists and foreigners, subway and shopping centres are the most vulnerable. Most of the detected crimes are committed by:

perpetual offenders
55%

foreigners

14%

youths


4%

Implementation of a crime prevention project has been carried out in stages each year according to the kind of theft the project is focused on. Public awareness is raised through distribution of leaflets with appealing layout, posters, newspaper advertisements, items with subject-targeted texts warning of a necessity to protect personal belongings.

The City of Prague pays more attention to this kind of crime in 2006, namely through targeted precautionary measures, e.g. an ongoing information campaign against thefts focuses on other target group and dangerous areas, such as shopping centres, parked vehicles or restaurants. Precautionary measures against thefts from cars include warning the drivers not to leave their belongings in cars as they are a bait for thieves. A similar campaign will target the thefts in restaurants where mobile phones and other personal belongings are often stolen. The project also highlights precautionary measures applying to shopping in supermarkets where especially the shopping and other items are stolen in car parks.

Suggestions for 2006

· warning car badges

· warning beer mats in restaurants

· car parks at shopping centres – warning of shopping protection

Self-defence
There are seminars on “Self-defence” for secondary schools and general public. The seminars are co-organised by the City of Prague and the Czech Police. The citizens’ right to protect their life and health, property, honour, personal and domestic freedom is embodied in many laws, legal rules and regulations. If these rights are endangered in any way the citizen is entitled to use any lawful means to take action against danger or attack. Professionals inform the participants about basic sections of criminal law and about legal regulations governing actual self-defence.

They also receive an Elementary self-protection handbook and alarms they can use in case of danger.

A special web page was launched for the project at www.nutnaobrana.cz with information about self-defence and organised seminars.

Everybody has his rights and obligations
Elementary school children together with the secondary school students and apprentices are another key target group in this area, not forgetting the children from kindergartens. The projects are aimed at raising legal awareness. In 2004 – 2005 first stage of a project on “Everybody has his rights and obligations” – “Give me a break”, focused on elementary school children. This project used precautionary measures presented in a simple and entertaining way as a means of enhancing legal awareness of young generation in particular. It sought to highlight possible dangerous situations that may occur every day, especially those connected with the children’s free time and give advice how to handle them. In 2005 the second stage of this project was realised through releasing a videotape on “screwed-up lives”, for children attending 5 – 9 grade of elementary schools and for secondary school children. Both videotapes were highly appreciated not only in Prague but also countrywide, in regions.

Information within your reach
The “Information within your reach” project is aimed at finding more effective ways how to inform foreign visitors and help them feel more safe – handouts with important information about who to contact when in unpleasant situation are distributed. They also provide important contact telephone numbers, description of the uniforms of Czech Police and Prague City Police, samples of valid bank notes in the Czech Republic, details about tourist information centres and basic information about most important monuments in the centre of Prague. Map of subway lines is also included.
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